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SUB J : PAKS DISAPPOINTED AT DELAY IN BEGINNING POW 
REPATRIATION 

REF: ISLAMABAD 8014 

1. MFA SPOKESMAN TOLD PRESS SEPTEMBER 20 THAT GOP HAD 
CONVEYED TO DELHI ITS DISAPPOINTMENT OVER INDIAN DECISION 
TO DELAY BEGINNING OF POW REPATRIATION UNTIL SEPTEMBER 28 
RATHER THAN COMMENCING SEPTEMBER 19 AT SAME TIME AS FIRST 
BENGALEE-BIHARI EXCHANGE. SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT 
TERMS OF AUGUST 28 DELHI AGREEMENT PROVIDED THAT POW 
REPATRIATION AND BENGALEE-BIHARI EXCHANGE SHOULD BEGIN AT 
SAME TIME. GOI, HE SAID, HAD GIVEN NO EXPLANATION FOR 
DELAYING POW RETURN. 

2. SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT GOP HAD EXPRESSED TO GOI ITS 
EXPECTATION THAT ONCE POW REPATRIATION BEGINS, IT WOULD 
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BASIS. PAK ARMY ADJUTANT GENERAL, HE SAID, WAS SCHEDULED 
TO MEET INDIAN COUNTERPART AT WAGAH ON SEPTEMBER 28 TO DIS- 
CUSS TEMPO OF REPATRIATION. 

3. COMMENT: FOREGOING MAKES PUBLIC UNHAPPINESS THAT 
PARS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSING PRIVATELY OVER NINE-DAY GAP 
BETWEEN BEGINNING OF B EN GALEE-B IH ARI EXCHANGE 
AND RETURN OF FIRST POWS. IN ADDITION 
TO COMMENTS REPORTED REFTEL, MFA DIRGEN FOR 
SOUTH ASIA ABDUL SATTAR TOLD CHARGE 
SANDERHOFF SEPTEMBER 20 PARS WERE DISAPPOINTED THAT 
BEGINNING OF POW REPATRIATION WAS LAGGING BEHIND MOVEMENT 
OF BENGALEES OUT OF PAKISTAN. IN LATER CONVERSATION ON 
SAME SUBJECT, SATTAR SAID PARS COULD NOT UNDERSTAND 
REASON FOR DELAY SINCE NEAREST POW CAMP WAS ONLY 
300 MILES FROM INDO-PAK BORDER. 

SANDERHOFF 
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